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1 g g February 6, 1903 

Asiatic cholera in Egypt. 

Reports from Cairo state that, December 26, 1902, there were 23 cases 
of cholera under treatment in all Egypt ; December 29, 1902, 17 cases, 
and January 2, 1903, 7 cases. 

Cholera in Persia. 

A report from Constantinople, dated January 3, 1903, states that there 
is an outbreak of cholera at Bender- Abbas, on the Persian Gulf. 

Plague at Mauritius. 

Official reports from the governor of Mauritius state that for the week 
ended December 25, 1902, there were 21 cases of bubonic plague in that 
colony with 16 deaths. 

The mecca pilgrimage. 

Owing to cholera in Egypt, the mecca pilgrimage of 1903 from Tunis 
has been forbidden. 

Week ended January 10. 1903 : January 7, the steamship Sicilia, 
of the Italian General Navigation Company, bound with passengers 
and cargo for New York. There were inspected and passed 519 
steerage passengers and 80 pieces of large baggage ; 650 pieces of bag- 
gage were disinfected by steam. The rejection of 35 steerage passen- 
gers was advised. January 8. the Italian bark Thomas, bound with 
cargo for Pensacola. The steamship Massilia, of the Fabre Line, 
bound with passengers and cargo for Ne w York. There were inspected 
and passed 564 steerage passengers and 150 pieces of large baggage ; 
720 pieces of baggage were disinfected by steam. The rejection of 
39 steerage passengers was advised. January 9, the steamship Phoe- 
nicia, of the Hamburg American Line, bound with passengers and 
cargo for New York. There were inspected and passed 427 steerage 
passengers and 73 pieces of large baggage ; 600 pieces of baggage were 
disinfected by steam. The rejection of 24 steerage passengers was 
advised. 

Asiatic cholera in Egypt. 

Reports from Cairo dated January 9, 1903, state that there are 3 cases 
of cholera remaining under treatment in Egypt. The cases are at 
Alexandria. 

Odessa declared free from plague. 

A report from St. Petersburg states that official announcement has 
been made that the epidemic of bubonic plague at Odessa has ended. 

JAPAN. 

Report from Yokohama — Origin and status of plague in Tokyo. 

Asst. Surg. Dunlop Moore reports, January 2 and January 8. as 
follows : During the week ended January 3, 1903, bills of health were 
issued to 4 vessels having an aggregate personnel of 289 crew and 617 
passengers. There were 389 steerage passengers bathed and 494 pieces 
of baggage disinfected. 

No official report of contagions diseases in Yokohama has been 
received for the period subsequent to the week ended December 20, 
1902. 
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The newspapers, under date of January 6, summarize the plague 
situation in Tokyo as follows: Genuine pest, 6 cases, including 5 
deaths ; doubtful pest, 5 cases. The disease seems to be confined to 
Honjo Ku, where it originated. The city of Tokyo, for administrative 
purposes, is divided into 15 districts or "ku." 

I forward a copy of a letter received this day from Mr. Ferguson, 
United States charge" d'affaires, Tokyo ; also a copy of an inclosed state- 
ment relative to the status of pest in Tokyo, which are self-explanatory. 
This excellent resume" of the situation makes evident that the Japanese 
sanitary authorities are acting with their accustomed promptitude and 
energy. It is reasonable to hope that the present Tokyo pest incident, 
though in many respects most threatening, will be terminated in as 
satisfactory a manner as was the recent outbreak of the same disease in 
Yokohama. 

The tact that this outbreak, like the Yokohama cases, reported in 
October, seems to have had its origin in infected cotton is of interest. 
The infected focus is situated in Honjo Ku, some distance from the 
foreign settlement. As far as I can learn, little American-bound lreiglit 
and few American-bound passengers come from the suspicious locality. 

The Suegeon-Genebal. 

Tokyo, Japan, December SI, 1902. 
Sie : In reply to your communication of the 27th instant requesting 
information relative to the status of pest or plague in Tokyo, I beg to 
inclose a translation copy of a precis of the remarks of Mr. Noda Tada- 
hiro, director of the sanitary bureau of the department of home affairs, 
Tokyo, who called upon me this morning to impart the information 
desired. 

Eespectfully, John Mackintosh Ferguson, 

Charge d' Affaires Ad Interim. 
Dr. Dtjnlop Mooee, 

Assistant Surgeon, P. H. and M. H. 8., Yokohama. 

rinclosure.] 

Precis of remarks by Mr. Noda Tadahiro, director of the sanitary bureau, about pest in 

Tokyo. 

Origin. — The first case of suspected plague in Tokyo occurred on December 24, on 
the premises of the Tokyo gas cotton-spinning factory. It was not until the 27th that 
^the case was discovered to be real pest. 

Oh investigation it was found that the pest germs were probably brought to Tokyo 
in cotton imported through a Japanese firm doing business in Yokohama. The cotton 
is imported chiefly from Egypt, some irom America, but none comes from China. It is 
conjectured that the germs came from rats that infested the vessel bringing the cotton. 
The pest that occurred recently in Yokohama was on the premises of the same company, 
thongh the cotton brought to Tokyo was transferred directly from the vessels to lighters, 
and was not put in the Yokohama go-downs. 

Cases.— Kato Nose, aged 25, taken ill on December 18, at 2 p.m.; notified, 24th. 

Azuma Miyono, aged 19, taken ill on the 17th, at 8 a. m.; notified on the 24th. 

Ishizuka Hana, aged 13, taken ill on the 24th, at 9 a. m. ; notified on the 24th ; died 
on the 25th ; decided to be real pest on the 27th. 

Azuma Rie, aged 18, taken ill on the 22d ; notified on the 25th ; died. 

Takahashi Sai, aged 18, taken ill on the 26th, at 10 a. m.; decided to be real pest on 
the 27th; died. 

Ara Itsuki, aged 14, notified on the 28th, at 11 a. m.; treated as a suspected case 
from the previous day ; decided to be real pest on the 28th. 

Preventive measures. — The first step is an attempt to exterminate the rats. An iron 
fence has been built around the inclosure. New dormitories have been constructed for 
the resident operatives (numbering some 2,000). The old dormitories will be partially 
torn down to search for dead rats, and will finally probably be burned. 
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The cotton in the factory has been disinfected by steam and the machinery has been 
taken apart and cleansed. 

The operatives are segregated and subject to strict police surveillance and medical 
inspection. Some 150 physicians are engaged in this work, 70 employed by the police, 
50 by the department of home affairs, and 30 by the various ward authorities. Any 
trace of fever or swelling is carefully noted. 

Nearly 1 ,000 operatives live outside the company's premises, but mostly in the imme- 
diate neighborhood. A few are in Asakusa. These operatives are being closely 
watched. The same is true of about 22 operatives who have returned to their homes 
in various provinces. 

The police authorities have ordered a thorough cleaning and disinfection of the city. 
A premium of 5 sen is offered for each dead rat, and a lottery with a 50-yen prize will 
probably be tried. 

The other cotton factories of Tokyo are being carefully inspected, and every possible 
precaution taken to prevent the spread of the pest, especially because of its proximity 
to the imperial palace and because of the Osaka exposition to be held next year. 

MEXICO. 

Notice.— In Public Health Reports, page 72 (January 16, 1903), 
under "History of plague in Mexico," the statement is made that 
Chinese frotn China have been transshipped at San Francisco without 
landing. The quarantine officer at the port of San Francisco states 
that all such passengers, even though not legally landed, are passed 
through the city from one vessel to another, and that all quarantine 
measures are enforced with regard to the steerage baggage and exami- 
nation of personnel whether the passengers are destined for San Fran- 
cisco or for transshipment to Mexico. 

Report upon sanitary condition of Ensenada de Todos Santos, Baja Cali- 
fornia, Mexico. 

January 24, 1903. 

Sir : Having been appointed to look into the sanitary conditions of 
Ensenada, I respectfully submit this report, after making a personal 
inspection of practically all the houses of Chinese and lower element of 
Mexicans and Indians ; also of all the corrals and outhouses of the town, 
working in conjunction with 'inspectors detailed to guard hygiene of 
this port. This I have been euabled to do through the courtesy of the 
governor and the absolute willingness of the population to assist in any 
such measures. 

Situation. — About 20 feet above sea level and 15 feet above lagoon, a 
large semi-stagnant, fresh water sink of the arroyo, most malodorous in 
summer, but since the yearly high tides of several weeks ago, ren- 
dered practically pure and harmless. 

No sewage system. — Cesspools from 6 to 12 feet deep. The houses 
nearly universally of wood, raised above ground and well ventilated ; 
patios and corrals were found to be exceptionally clean, owing to recent 
notices to effect removal of rubbish, etc. The exceptions to prevailing 
good conditions were only four or five filthy closets and vaults in each 
of the 4 wards, which were promptly ordered removed. 

In no ease were any found overflowing with fluid. One section, the 
most crowded, had 9 vaults not cemented within an area of a few square 
yards, which condition, I understand, will shortly be attended to. 

Climate. — Almost identical with that of San Diego. Rainfall, July, 
1902, 0; August, 1902, 0; September, 1902, 0; October, 1902, 0; 
November, 1902, 2.97; December, 1902, 2.44; January, 1903, 0. 

Drinking toater. — From wells ;on flat, near arroyo, about 12 feet 



